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SUICTe Arab Refugees

The 725,000 Aradb refugees producced by the Pelesiins var conledbuds
directly to instability in an crea of greet stratogle Importance fw the
US, I¥ this instability is permitied to develop unchecked; 1% may wsll
lead to the breakdoun of the prosent weak politiesl, econom’s; ard scelal
structures of the Areb gtates. Even row the Areb gletes reyregent a :
1iabllity in US globael strateyy. Beecause of their weakness they could
contribute only insignificantly to iheir own defenge or % the defouse
of US strategie interests in e event of war betwsen the US and the USSH,
Before they can become sirong snd scoperative dlliss, a long pmt,-:i:e of
politics). stabilisction and ercnomle dovelopzmend mist teke place. | Nedther
can take plece unless the corroslve effeet of the refugess on the Arch
soeclety ls eliminated.

The golubion of the probiem obwiously lies in the mi.t_nj;egm‘bﬁmn of

the refugees into the produchive 1ife of the Near Fast, eltner through
the return of the refugees to their homes or through thelr reagottlenent
algevheve, For politicel ressons only a proportion of the refugees m:m be
vepatriated. Nevertheless, ihe repatriation question is @itim{i, in hed
the mmber of refugses to bs resetiled camwt be determined uniil the
manber who will be repatriated is kuown, The mumber repatvlated should
be as large as possible. In practloal terms, ropatristed refugecs ©an Qe
peot to becoms golf-supporddns in o relatively short tinme, vwhile ra~
settlemsnt will require several yeors and greater external resourasse
Moreover, the return of a sulsiantial mmber of refugess to thelr bomnes
world not only reduce the rerstilement problem to manageable proportlions,

t would sloo influence the irab povermments bo approach the problem
;\\E reaetilemont in 8 more coreiruchtive frame of mind than they bave
®Nassplayed thus far.

The muiber of refugees that cen be repetristed -~ and“the nober

w| that mast thereaftor be repetiied -~ will ul‘himtely dopendl on tv::cw o1
O rinterlosking political factors: (1) the final determimation of .«:mig 3
o] Agrontiers; and (2) Israel's pititude towerd repatristion. Until e fins
i Prontier settlement is mads, *he gize and phape of the remgse pt;ﬁh‘!.@m
1:111 be subject to variations; if Israel's frontiers were 40 be drauwn
sording %o the 1947 Genersl Assevily partition plsn, :300;@?00’ refusees
d probably return te thelr former homes, whiie if Isracl s;srgmlﬁﬁabﬁain
t Lanssnne move territory then it now controls the refuges rouf mighd
1es to over a miiiion, Simce the Israclin now control the territery o
wwhich the refugees might return and ere extremely wilikely to acespt any
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gignificant diminubicn of thely holdings, Israsl’y consent will be
neesgsary for the repatriation »f any swbstantial mmber of reflugees.
A%abl1ity might resuls, thereiore, from the esiotlighwment of intepr-
nationnily suaranteed frontlers botween Isrmel ond its Avab nelghhors
a8 soon as possible, together with provisioa for the roturi of ocim
siderable rumbers of refugeer %o the Forwerly predonlnanily Arab areas.

Whother or not a significant raober of vefupees In repatrlated,
the question of resettlement will remain. Although from sy point of
view the problem is formidabls, dthe teehideal mesns by which 1% eam
be solved are fairly obvicus. To begin vith, the refugees must be
given relief wntil they ere solfesupoorting. (The present UN »slief
wogran will expire at the erd of 1949.) To becowe self-grpporting
they muet bo provided with lend % 111 or jobs %o work or. In view
of the egrieulitural and indusiniel baslomrdases of the ares this can
e done only AP extermal sowrces provide the necessery cepital fur a

‘progrsn basged on irrigation end land realswation achemes, That sueh
a yrogrem ia feesible de Indlunted by Jewlsh resetilement in Faleatine
during the vash tuenty yeers. The cost wouid be great, but wuld scem
%0 be a awell prlce to pay fow the stability of such a vitel strategie
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